SAILING BOATS 


The Royal Yachting Association Firefly (lines and sail plan 
above; photo at right), was a hot-molded dinghy built of 
three layers of 1/8" plywood. The lower portion of the mast 
was aluminum, and built by Reynolds; the top portion was 
of spruce. This Uffa Fox design, still popular worldwide, was 
the world’s first mass-produced molded dinghy. It was the 
singlehanded class in the 1948 Olympics, but was replaced 
in 1952 by the Finn. 


before the war had owned such legendary craft as the 
Nicholson 12-Meter FLICA and the J-class sloop SHAM- 
ROCKY. With military contracts drying up after the war, 
he decided to apply hot-molding methods to building 
boats and established a marine division of Fairey Avia- 
tion on the River Hamble, on England's South Coast. 

His timing couldn’t have been better. Swinging back 
into action after the inevitable wartime hiatus, the 
Royal Yachting Association (RYA) was looking for an 
affordable dinghy that would revive interest in sailing 
and reflect the changed social fabric of postwar Britain. 
Uffa had already been down this road before, when he 
redrew his National 12 design for the Cambridge Uni- 
versity Cruising Club, giving the boat a firmer floor and 
flatter bilge to make it more stable for novice sailors. 
The war had stopped that project in its tracks, but the 
design was ideally suited to the RYA brief and was soon 
put into production. The result was named the Firefly, 
after one of Fairey’s most successful aircraft, and would 
become the first mass-produced “molded” dinghy in 
the world. 

Built of three layers of '/s"” spruce plywood, the hulls 
were vacuum-bagged and steamed in autoclaves, effec- 
tively producing a glue-laminated monocoque hull. 
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